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Furthermore, "courts, like cities, and villages, or
like legislative bodies, will sometimes have their
leaders; and it may happen that a single individ-
ual will be the prime cause of a decision to over-
turn the deliberate act of a whole State or of the
United States; yet we are admonished to receive
their opinions as the ancients did the responses of
the Delphic oracle, or the Jews, with more propri-
ety, the communications from Heaven delivered by
TJrim and Thummim to the High Priest of God's
chosen people."

For several years after this, hardly a session
of Congress convened in which there was not in-
troduced some measure for the purpose either of
curbing the Supreme Court or of curtailing Mar-
shall's influence on its decisions. One measure., for
example, proposed the repeal of Section xxv; an-
other, the enlargement of the Court from seven
to ten judges; another, the requirement that any
decision setting aside a state law must have the
concurrence of five out of seven judges; another,
the allowance of appeals to the Court on decisions
adverse to the constitutionality of state laws as
well as on decisions sustaining them. Finally, in
January, 1826, a bill enlarging the Court to ten
judges passed the House by a vote of 132 to 27.